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SUBJECT: GUATEMALA WILLING TAKE BELIZE DISPUTE TO ICJ 
REF: GUATEMALA 4436 

SUMMARY. PONMIN TOLD AMBASSADOR GUATEMALA WILLING SUBMIT BELIZE 
DISPUTE TO BINDING DECISION OP ICJ PROVIDED UK WILLING TO DO SO 
ON BASIS BOTH LAW AND EQUITY. PONMIN INSISTED GUATEMALA WILLING 
DESPITE SLIM PROSPECTS POR DECISION IN GUATEMALA'S PAVOR, BUT HE DOUB- 
TED WHETHER UK WILLING TAKE MATTER TO COURT, PARTICULARLY IP 
DECISION TO BE BASED ON EQUITY. FONMIN ALSO ASKED WHETHER THERE 
ANY CHANCE OP U.S. MEDIATION. AMBASSADOR SEEING PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 
PRIDAY MORNING SEPT 19. 

1 . AMBASSADOR SAW PONMIN OPE TO ATTEND UNGA AT AIRPORT MORNING SEPT 
17. AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT PREVIOUS APTERNOON MOLINA HAD TOLD 
MEETING OP POREIGN CHIEPS OP MISSION (SEPTEL) THAT GUATEMALA 
PREPARED TAKE CASE TO ICJ, AND HE WONDERED WHETHER GUATEMALA 
WILLING ACCEPT MANDATORY JURISDICTION OP COURT. MOLINA SAID IT WAS 
(AMBASSADOR REPEATED QUESTION SECOND TIME TO BE SURE OP ANSWER), 
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GUATEMALA. ONLY CONDITION WOULD BE THAT UK AGREE THAT DECISION 
WOULD BE BASED ON EQUITY (EX AEQUO ET BONO) AS WELL AS LAW. 
UNFORTUNATELY FONMIN THOUGHT UK UNENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT TAKING DISPUTE 
TO ICJ AND PARTICULARLY ABOUT ADMITTING EQUITY AS BASIS. 

2. MOLINA SAID GOG'S GREATEST PROBLEM IS PROVISION IN GUATEMALAN 
CONSTITUTION (ARTICLE 1 OF QUOTE TRANSITORY UNQUOTE PROVISIONS) 

THAT BELIZE IS PART OF GUATEMALA AND QUOTE EXECUTIVE MUST UNDERTAKE 
ALL STEPS THAT WOULD TEND TO SETTLE ITS POSITION UNQUOTE. GOG 
BELIEVED THAT REFERRAL TO ICJ WOULD BE SUCH A STEP AND WOULD GET 
GOG OEF HOOK OE STALEMATED NEGOTIATIONS. CONSTITUTION COULD BE 
MODIFIED, OR TRANSITORY PROVISION COULD BE CONSIDERED FULFILLED, 

AS RESULT OF ICJ DECISION OR, MOLINA ADDED, AS RESULT EORMAL 
MEDIATION. HE ASKED WHETHER US WOULD CONSIDER COMPLYING WITH A 
REQUEST TO MEDIATE. 

3. AMBASSADOR SAID LONG-STANDING US POSITION WAS NOT TO GET 
INVOLVED IN THIS DISPUTE. BUT IE US WERE SOME DAY TO CONSIDER 
MEDIATION, HE THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT FOR GOG TO BEAR IN MIND THAT 
MEDIATION WOULD NOT NECESSARILY EAVOR GUATEMALA. ANY MEDIATOR 
WOULD HAVE TO BE STRICTLY IMPARTIAL. MOLINA SAID GOG OF COURSE 
UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED THAT. AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WITH REGARD TO 
OUR EFEORTS TO REMAIN IMPARTIAL AND UNINVOLVED, WE WERE DISTURBED 
BY SOME INDICATIONS THAT HAD COME TO US RECENTLY ON THE MILITARY 
SIDE. FOR EXAMPLE, WITH REGARD TO THE GOG REQUEST FOR C-47'S, 

AS FRIENDS, WE DID NOT WISH TO GIVE GUATEMALA A NEGATIVE REPLY 
BUT SO LONG AS UNCERTAINTY OF GOG INTENTIONS TOWARD BELIZE PERSISTS 
GOG SHOULD NOT EXPECT A RESPONSE. THE USG COULD NOT RELEASE THE 
PLANES TO GUATEMALA AS LONG AS THERE WAS ANY POSSIBILITY THAT 
THEY MIGHT BE USED AGAINST BELIZE. MOLINA SMILED AND SAID HE WOULD 
NOT EXPECT US TO DO SO. 

4. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO SEEK AN EARLY 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT LAUGERUD TO REVIEW THE MATTER OE BELIZE, 
AND BEFORE BOARDING PLANE MOLINA INSTRUCTED VICE MINISTER OBIOLS 
TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENT. OBIOLS CALLED AMBASSADOR LATER TO SAY 
PRESIDENT WOULD BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE HIM AT ELEVEN AM ERIDAY 

SEPT 19. 
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